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Newsletter (#2 - 2017)

*** CORRECTION NOTICE: The previous version of this newsletter contained errors in the interview with
Jens E. Kjeldsen. A portion of Anne Ulrich's answers from our previous newsletter got into the mix, and I
failed to spot this before issuing the mail. I apologize for this, and hope you'll enjoy this new, corrected
version of the newsletter.

All the best, Magnus Hoem Iversen
***

Dear members of the Rhetoric Society of Europe,

We present to you the second newsletter of 2017. We have a new featured publication, written by RSE-members
Christian Kock and Lisa S. Villadsen.

***
RSE 2017 CONFERENCE UPDATE

The conference programme is here! That means you can start planning which sessions to attend, as well as find
out when you are presenting. Also, you can start looking forward to three great keynote speakers.

See the current draft by clicking this link.

Also, we remind you of the link to the conference webpage will be updated as the information is ready.

***

In addition to other calls, conferences and publications, we've talked to RSE board member and president of the
Rhetoric Society of Europe, Jens E. Kjeldsen.

If you have any news that you’d like to share with the members, please just let us know!
Best wishes,
Magnus Hoem Iversen
on behalf of the Newsletter Team of the Rhetoric Society of Europe

Submit something for next newsletter

Featured publication
New publication from Christian Kock and Lisa S. Villadsen of the Department of Media, Cognition
and Communication - The University of Copenhagen, Denmark in Citizenship Studies:

Full text here.
Scholars particularly interested in rhetorical citizenship should also check out Lisa S. Villadsens recent publication
on "Doxa, Dissent and Challenges of Rhetorical Citizenship" in Javnost: The Public. Get the full text here.

RSE member: Jens E. Kjeldsen

Jens E. Kjeldsen is professor of rhetoric and visual communication at the University of Bergen, Norway.

Why are you interested in the study of rhetoric?
Rhetoric is the fundamental humanistic discipline. Rhetoric is everywhere and it concerns everybody. We have all
have tried to influence others, and have all been the object of persuasion ourselves. Rhetoric concerns both the
individual and private and society as whole. Furthermore, studying rhetoric not only helps me understand the
world, it also helps me act in it.

What are your main research interests?
My dissertation was on visual rhetoric and argumentation, and most of my work has been in this field. I have also
worked on rhetorical theory and method, reception of rhetoric, speech making and speechwriting, the use of
presentation tools, political rhetoric and debates, and more. At the moment I am studying immigration rhetoric. But
alas, there is so much more to study, and so few hours in a day.

What is typical for the way rhetoric is studied at your university?
I am a Scandinavian. I graduated from rhetoric at University of Copenhagen, I have worked as a professor of
rhetoric in Sweden, but now I live and work in Norway. The Scandinavian approach to rhetoric, which I am very
attracted to, takes both theory and practice seriously. We want to make our students theoretically enlightened and
good at communicating. Generally, Scandinavian rhetoricians seeks to research, write and communicate in a clear
way that reaches outside the narrow field of academia.

Why did you join the RSE and what do you think is most important for the society?
Well, actually I helped establish the society. After the RiS-conference in Leiden in 2009 I was elected chair of a
planning committee that should examine the possibility of a European rhetoric society. The plans were presented
in Antwerp i 2011, In Copenhagen 2013, we had our first General Assembly and the Rhetoric Society of Europe
was formally established. The most important thing for the society is connect European researcher of rhetoric to
each other. We often - and rightly - look the the US, but rhetoricians in the countries of Europe have much to learn
from each other. Experiencing how vibrant rhetoric is in places like Croatia or Poland, has been one of the great
pleasures of contributing to RSE

What is your favorite rhetorical resource?
Good question. "The world" I am tempted to answer, because you find examples of good and bad rhetoric
everywhere. I use many different resources, my family, for instance; what they say and do provide examples and
inspiration. I listen to This American Life, the Danish public broadcasting program «Mennesker og medier»
(«People and the media»), TED provides good examples of speeches, and so does Americanrhetoric.com . What
can I say? If you open your eyes and ears, you will always have some kind of rhetoric in front of you.

Members announcements & other news

SOON DUE - OPEN POSITION: Tenure-track assistant professorship in Rhetoric at The Department of Media,
Cognition and Communication, Faculty of Humanities, University of Copenhagen (UCPH), Denmark. Click here for
details. Deadline: 15 June 2017

Call for papers for Informal Logic: Reason & Rhetoric in the Time of Alternative Facts. Click here for details.
Deadline: 1. September 2017.

Call for papers for book anthology on The Rhetoric of Populism: How to Give Voice to the People? Click here for
details. Deadline: 1 September 2017.

New book publication by Jason A. Edwards & Joseph M. Valenzano (eds.) The Rhetoric of American Civil
Religion: Saints, Sinners and Symbols. Click here for details.

Announcement of new journal: Rhetoric of Health & Medicine. Click here for details. The journal is open for
submissions.

Join the RSE Facebook group

This newsletter is brought to you by the Rhetoric Society of Europe. We encourage you to send us information that
you would like to read in the next letter.

Submit information now!
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