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RSE VZW Spring 2021 Newsletter

Dear Members of the Rhetoric Society of Europe,
in this Spring issue we are thrilled to include information about the upcoming
RSE online event, organized by colleagues of the University of Tübingen,
where we hope to see many old and new members! Until then, we hope you
enjoy the news we have gathered for you this time, including an interview with
RSE Advisory Board Member, professor Francesca Piazza.
As usual, if you have any news that you’d like to share with the members,
please just let us know.
Ida Vikøren Andersen and Maria Freddi

Board Announcements

RSE 2021 Virtual Gathering
Our 2021 online event is fast approaching. Please find the information on how
to participate in the Members Announcements section below.
RSE VZW General Assembly
The annual General Assembly of the RSE VZW will take place online 6pm to
8pm at the end of Day 1 of the Virtual Gathering, on May 27th, 2021.
Becoming a member of the RSE
Please remember to join the society if you haven’t yet. To continue organising
activities and promote rhetorical research, scholarship and teaching, we need
your support. You can find more information about membership
here: https://eusorhet.eu/join/
Best Wishes,
The Board of The Rhetoric Society of Europe

Members Announcements & Other News

RSE 2021 Virtual Gathering and Preview of 2023 Conference
May 27th and 28th, 2021
online

We are very happy to present the programme for our short Virtual Gathering on
May 27 - 28, 2021 (both days starting at 2pm CET). As you already know, the
Rhetoric in Society 8 Conference as a whole has been postponed to 2023.
Nevertheless, we want to give RSE members old and new at least some
possibilities to meet, chat, exchange ideas and discuss the current state of the
art. The gathering will be hosted on Zoom by the conference team at Tübingen
University, Germany. Here is a short summary of the programme. For the full
version and schedule, visit http://ris8.org/.
Pandemic Rhetoric
May 27th, 2021 2pm-6pm CET
Sonja K. and Karen A. Foss will open the Virtual Gathering on the first day
with their keynote on "Constricted and Constructed Potentiality. An Inquiry
into Paradigms of Strategic Change." Afterwards, several members of the
group ADARR (Analyse du discours, argumentation, rhétorique) based at Tel
Aviv, Israel, will present their panel on "The Rhetoric of the Coronavirus",
focusing on the strategic construction of legitimacy and authority in first
addresses of Western leaders. In the evening, we will have the RSE General
Assembly, updating you on membership benefits, the new website and, most
importantly, giving you the chance to share your thoughts about the future of
RSE with us.
May 28th, 2021 2pm-6pm CET
On the second day, rhetorical scholars from Uppsala university in Sweden
present different perspectives on strategic rhetoric from the Athenian Plague
430 BC to COVID-19 in a panel called "Pandemics and Rhetoric". We are
very much looking forward to discussing the present moment from a rhetorical
point of view with the panelists from Israel and Sweden, and with all the others
that are currently working through the pandemic. As both farewell and preview
on our hopefully postpandemic conference in 2023 in Tübingen, we will have a
top-notch roundtable discussion on "Rhetoric as Strategic Thinking".
Registration
If you submitted a paper or panel proposal, you do not need to register. We will
send the Zoom link and details a couple of days before the gathering in May to
the email address from which you sent your proposal. If you are not presenting
and just wish to attend in the audience, please send an email to the organizing
team in Tübingen (ris8@rhetorik.uni-tuebingen.de).
In both cases, we strongly recommend becoming a member of RSE. By joining
the society, you can help the RSE become a strong Europewide, global and
persuasive voice promoting rhetorical research, scholarship and teaching. More
information about remaining or becoming a member: https://eusorhet.eu/join/
See you in May!

Call for Papers

GTR21 – XX Edition of the “Giornate Tridentine di Retorica” (Tridentine
Rhetoric Days) 1-11 June 2021 CERMEG / Faculty of Law / University of
Trento, Italy. The CFP is now open for GTR21 on the topic of «Una parola
buona» Retorica e Valori nella decisione giudiziale. To submit a proposal,
please send an abstract, in Italian, to federico.puppo@unitn.it by 31 March
2021. Abstracts will undergo peer-review, decisions concerning acceptance will
be notified by 30 April 2021.
The second Youth Presents (Jugend Präsentiert) Congress on the topic
of "Learning between Proximity and Distance. Online presentation in
school" will take place from October 6th to 8th, 2021. Digital teaching and
learning have gained considerable importance during the Corona pandemic
and have established entirely new ways of communicating in school. From a
practical as well as a scientific point of view, the congress will shed light on the
extent to which and the ways in which online presentations contribute to making
digital lessons more interesting and to successfully communicate
knowledge. The Call for Papers is available here.
The Journal Res Rhetorica has two open call for papers: one on Contemporary
Rhetorical Theories and the other on the Rhetoric of Things.

Speaking Citizens Project by Dr Arlene Holmes-Henderson, Senior Research
Fellow, University of Sussex.
We are a group of historians and social scientists exploring ideas about speech
and citizenship in modern Britain. Our aim is find out more about attitudes to
speaking from the Victorian period to the present. Working with primary and
secondary teachers, the English Speaking Union, Oracy Cambridge, Voice
21 and the All Party Parliamentary Group on Oracy, our aim is to provide new
evidence for how citizenship can be taught through a focus on talk and
dialogue. The Speaking Citizens project is funded by the Arts and Humanities
Research Council and based at the University of Sussex. It runs for three years
(2020-2023) and brings together an interdisciplinary team of researchers. At the
core of our project is making our research useful to practitioners. We have an
advisory group of teachers, teacher educators and representatives from
charities which will help us to shape our findings to be fit for purpose in the
classroom. All learning and teaching resources will be freely accessible online.
The project will hold a virtual international conference in January 2022. Our
work will culminate in 2023 with policy presentations at the Department for
Education and a special session at the House of Commons.
We are eager to connect with researchers, activists and practitioners working
on similar themes internationally who may be interested in contributing to our
blog or our conference. You can view our project aims and research questions
on our website: https://speakingcitizens.org/our-aims/
Please contact us at: mail@speakingcitizens.org
You can follow us on Twitter at @SpeakingCitz

Job Announcement
The University of Bergen, Norway has a vacant permanent position as
associate professor in media studies within the field of media, democracy and
public sphere. The position is part of the department’s focus on democracy and
public sphere research, where rhetoric, strategic communication and the
cultural and political public is central. The hired person will be part of a research
community examining digitalization and technology driven changes in society,
changes in public debate and political communication, and processes of
opinion- and attitude change in individuals, groups, and in culture and society.
Particularly relevant in this research is the importance of rhetorical
communication, argumentation, reception, credibility, and trust.
Application deadline: June 1st 2021. Read more and apply for the position
here.

Interviews

We continue our conversations with scholars of rhetoric around Europe. This
time we have asked Francesca Piazza, professor of Philosophy of Language
and Rhetoric, member of RSE Advisory Board, to tell us about rhetorical
studies at the University of Palermo.

Can you tell us what kinds of rhetorical studies you are currently involved in?
My research is mainly focused on the relationship between language and
violence. I have recently published a book on this topic (La parola e la spada.
Linguaggio e violenza attraverso l’Iliade, Il Mulino, 2019) in which I investigate
the issue using the Iliad as a paradigmatic text. More in general, I am interested
in the role that words play in performing human violence. My basic assumption
is that classical rhetoric, integrated with modern pragmatics, can give an
important contribution to the current debate on slurs and hate speech. Indeed,
the rhetorical point of view has many advantages, such as (to mention only the
main ones): the awareness of the non-neutrality of words; the central role of the
audience; the awareness of the importance of circumstances and of power
relations between speakers and listeners; the inclusion of the emotional
dimension in the communicative relationship.
Your 2008 introduction to Aristotle’s Rhetoric has become a set reading in
University courses on rhetoric in Italy and an essential introduction for those
who want to approach rhetorical studies. Can you tell us what Aristotle’s legacy
consists in?
I believe that Aristotle’s legacy essentially consists in his idea of rhetoric as a
philosophical reflection on “what can be persuasive in each case” (as Aristotle
himself defines rhetoric), or, in other words, a reflection on the ability of human
beings to speak in order to persuade. This conception of rhetoric depends on
Aristotle’s anthropology and, more exactly, on his definition of human beings as
an animal that has logos and lives in the polis. Thanks to this idea, Aristotle
builds a deep rhetoric that can hold together cognitive and emotional
components, stylistic choices and argumentative moves, pleasure and
knowledge, all aspects which, unfortunately, in the later tradition were
fragmented. For this reason, I believe that we can overcome the prejudice that
still exists against rhetoric only by recovering the Aristotelian unity.
Can you describe the kinds of courses and programmes offered to students
who want to engage in the study of rhetoric at the University of Palermo?
At the University of Palermo we offer the following two courses specifically
about rhetoric: “Rhetoric and Theory of Argumentation” and “Roman Rhetoric”.
In addition to these, there are two other courses that, at least to some extent,
are concerned with rhetoric, namely “Philosophy of Verbal Practice” and
“Languages and Grammars of Power”.
How do you see the role of rhetoric studies in the Italian University curriculum?
Unfortunately, in the Italian University curriculum there are not many courses
explicitly dedicated to rhetoric and probably this is due to a persistent bad
reputation of this ancient discipline. For this reason, despite the growing
interest of many individual scholars, rhetoric studies in Italy are still fragmented
and not sufficiently visible. Furthermore, in the Italian tradition, interest in
rhetoric has been more historical and philological than theoretical, although in
recent years also a theoretical approach is developing.
Can you name a couple of works in rhetoric that have been influential in your
research and teaching?
The works in rhetoric that have been more influential in my research and
teaching are W. Grimaldi’s and E. Garver’s studies on Aristotle’s Rhetoric. Both
these scholars, from different point of views and with different approaches,
helped me to read Aristotle's Rhetoric as a philosophical work and to overcome
the traditional prejudice of philosophy against this work and against rhetoric in
general.
What do you consider important for the future of the RSE (Rhetoric Society of
Europe)?
The RSE is an important meeting place for scholars of rhetoric, a place where
different views and approaches can be compared and discussed. I believe that
the most important challenge is to overcome the persistent fragmentation of
rhetoric studies in Europe and to show that rhetoric still has a lot to say to the
public debate.
References:
Garver, E. (1995) Aristotle’s Rhetoric. An Art of Character. Chicago: The
University of Chicago Press.
Grimaldi, W. M. A. (1980) Aristotle, Rhetoric I: A Commentary. New York:
Fordham University Press.
Grimaldi, W. M. A. (1988) Aristotle, Rhetoric II: A Commentary. New York:
Fordham University Press.
Piazza, F. (2008/2015) La retorica di Aristotele. Introduzione alla lettura. Roma:
Carocci.

Featured Publications
Two chapters in the new book Power, Communication, and Politics in the
Nordic Countries, edited by Eli Skogerbø, Øyvind Ihlen, Nete Nørgaard
Kristens, and Lars Nord. 2021. ISBN: 978-91-88855-28-2. The book is open
access.

Political Rhetoric in Scandinavia, by Jens E. Kjeldsen, Christian Kock, and Orla
Vigsø.
Rhetorical research in the three Scandinavian countries has made contributions
to the study of political communication, representing approaches that are not
often found in research coming from the social sciences or from more systemic,
theory-based orientations. Rhetoric, both as an ancient tradition and as a
modern discipline, tends to emphasise close study of actual pieces of
communication – verbal, visual, or otherwise. This rarely leads to quantitative,
generalisable findings, but instead to observations and conceptualisations of
phenomena – which may then be studied from quantitative and empirical
angles. Often, rhetorical studies will have a normative tilt, based on notions of
democracy, deliberation, and the public sphere – often with an eye for
malfunctions and possible remedies. A growing literature of studies in Sweden,
Denmark, and Norway tend to share some of these characteristics. At the same
time, rhetorical scholars in Scandinavia recognise the value of empirical
observation and have made contributions of their own in that regard, for
example, in the field of reception studies.
Lobbying in Scandinavia, by Øyvind Ihlen, Anne Skorkjær Binderkrantz, and
PerOla Öberg.
This chapter is a tour of the Scandinavian lobbying landscape providing the
state of the art for research on a contested and necessary activity. We discuss
the particular context of the Scandinavian countries and current trends relevant
for lobbying. Lobbying is often juxtaposed with the corporatist channel which
implies institutionalised contact patterns between politicians and organised
interests. The corporatist channel has, however, declined in importance while a
number of trends have led to more diverse interest group systems, and new
actors have assumed a more prominent role in Scandinavian lobbying. Besides
discussing such trends, we also present some of the main findings about
strategies and techniques used and what similarities and dissimilarities exist
between the countries.

Persuasion in Specialised Discourses, by Olga Dontcheva-Navratilova, Martin
Adam, Renata Povolná, and Radek Vogel. 2020. ISBN 978-3-030-58163-3.
This book examines the concept of persuasion in written texts for specialist
audiences in the English and Czech languages. By exploring a corpus of
academic research articles, corporate reports, religious sermons and user
manuals the authors aim to reveal similarities and differences in rhetorical
strategies across cultures and genres. The book will appeal to researchers and
students in Discourse Studies, especially those with an interest in genre and
rhetorical strategies.

New PhD Theses
Visions of Nuclear Weapons: Kenneth Burke's Consummation Principle and the
Manhattan Project, by David Erland Isaksen. Doctoral thesis, 2020.
Kenneth Burke claimed there were three creative motives: expression,
communication, and consummation. Burke said consummation was a
significant factor motivating atomic physicists in the Manhattan Project to
develop the first atomic bomb. This dissertation explains what Burke’s
consummation principle means and how it can be used in rhetorical criticism,
with the Manhattan Project as an example of consummation. The dissertation
also explains and applies Burke's "indexing" approach to rhetorical criticism.
Klart språk og retorisk medborgerskap [Plain language and rhetorical
citizenship], by Ida Seljeseth. Doctoral thesis, 2020.
The modern history of plain language begins in the middle of the 20th century.
From this period both governments, private institutions and organisations have
taken different initiatives to make the texts of authorities and institutions more
understandable to citizens and customers the world over. Amongst several
other objectives, the common aim of these initiatives is to promote democracy
and the rule of law. The dissertation investigates how the relations between
plain language, democracy and the rule of law is understood by Norwegian
plain language experts and reflected in Norwegian authoritative texts about
plain language. In addition, it examines the context between plain language,
democracy and the rule of law, considering rhetorical theory and theories from
textual studies. The dissertation is in Norwegian language.

Podcast
Rhetorical Leadership is a podcast about leading through persuasion with
academics, communications consultants, business leaders, and politicians as
guests.
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