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Newsletter (#1 - 2016)

Dear members of the Rhetoric Society of Europe,
We wish you all a happy new year with a brand new newsletter. As usual, there are a lot of calls for
conferences and publications that could be of interest to you. Additionally, we continue our presentation of
the RSE board members, this time featuring Maria Freddi.
If you have any news that you’d like to share with the members, please just let us know!
Meanwhile, we hope everyone is finding 2016 to be a good year so far!
Best wishes,
Anne Ulrich and Magnus Hoem Iversen
Newsletter Team of the Rhetoric Society of Europe

RSE Board member: Maria Freddi

Associate professor at the Department of Humanities, University of Pavia, Italy.

Why are you interested in the study of rhetoric?
The first thing that interests me about rhetoric is its applied pedagogical uses geared to developing
academic literacies, what in Anglophone Universities sometimes falls under the rubric of “Rhetoric and
composition”. Experience with teaching reading and writing courses in English to groups of students from
different academic disciplines (both in the Humanities and Engineering) has convinced me how rhetoric
with its emphasis on language use and texts can be a very useful tool to help develop argumentation skills
and critical thinking in what has become the lingua franca of scientific communication. Such skills are of
utmost importance for students that will soon face the challenges of the modern world. As a linguist, the
other thing that interests me is the interface between rhetoric and grammar and the use we can still make
of the old trivium in contemporary language education.
What are your main research interests?
I work on the rhetoric of science, on specialised communication, particularly the discourse of science and
technology and the humanities vs. sciences divide. I try to address questions such as what are the
rhetorical patterns of different disciplines? What happens rhetorically when field-specific knowledge is
disseminated to a wide audience? I’m also interested in how knowledge transfer and its rhetorical make
up might be affected by different cultural and linguistic traditions of knowledge formation and
dissemination (e.g. by contrasting English and Italian).
What is typical for the way rhetoric is studied in Italy?
The study and teaching of rhetoric in Italian Universities is split between many academic
divisions: Classics, Modern Italian Philology, Philosophy, Communication Sciences, Linguistics. However,
rhetoric is not necessarily a curricular subject. Sometimes it comes with academic literacies courses in
English, but this is not systematic. Often it is a by-product of the study of Latin and Greek in high schools
(especially in the “Liceo Classico”), but it’d be really good if it could become a staple of higher education in
Italy.
Why did you join the RSE and what do you think is most important for the society?
I think it is great that we can count on a European network of scholars working in rhetoric and perhaps
contribute to the intellectual exchange that is so vital to the development of Europe itself. I hope in time
the society can open up to professionals who use rhetoric in their professions (copywriters, editors, etc.).
What is your favorite rhetorical resource?
Perelman and Olbrechts-Tyteca’s revival of rhetoric in their 1958 Traité de l’Argumentation, la nouvelle
rhétorique is still very influential today and a worthwhile read for anybody who is beginning in the study of
rhetoric. A resource I often use for reference is Bice Mortara Garavelli’s Manuale di retorica (for those who
read Italian).
For a very short though entertaining introduction to rhetoric and the “rhetorical situation” watch this video
And finally, an episode on rhetoric from the BBC radio discussion series In Our Time.

Members announcements & other news

EXTENDED DEADLINE: Days of Ivo Škarić. New deadline: 20th of January, 2016.

Invitation to proposals: 2017 special issue of Rhetoric Society Quarterly. Deadline for proposal
submission: 8th of February, 2016.

Open Ph.d.-position: On populism and rhetoric at the Loughborough University: Click here for more
details. Deadline: 15th of February, 2016.

Call for papers: The Conflict Conference. Austin, Texas, 8th-9th of April, 2016. Deadline: 24th of January,
2016.

Call for papers: (In German) Conference on Rhetoric of Production: (SaTüR) Deadline: 31st of March,
2016.

Upcoming conference: Aristotle World Congress, 23-28 May 2016: Greece.

Upcoming conference: Canadian Society for the Study of Rhetoric. 31st of May - 2nd of June, 2016.
Calgary, Canada.

Upcoming conference: Conference on intertextuality (in German), 10th-11th of June, 2016.

Upcoming preconference convention: "Leadership in Action", at the Conference on College
Composition and Communication, Houston, Texas, April 6th-9th, 2016.

This newsletter is brought to you by the Rhetoric Society of Europe. We encourage you to send us
information that you would like to read in the next letter.

Submit information now!
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