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Newsletter (#2 - 2016)

Dear members of the Rhetoric Society of Europe,

The time has come for the second newsletter of the year. In addition to the regular news that might
interest you, and the presentation of another board member (Esben B. Nielsen), we also present a new
section that will appear from time to time: "Featured Publication".

This feature is an informal way of highlighting a recent publication by one of our members, as they are
published. We do encourage you to send us tips of good, international publications by yourself or one of
our members as they come out. We will feature them in the newsletter - or - if there are particularly many at the Facebook page. To send us tips, please sit down in front of your computer, pull out your phone or
your device of choice and compose an email to eusorhet@gmail.com. Or just click on the link, or the big
blue button below.

If you have any other news that you’d like to share with the members, please just let us know!
Best wishes,
Anne Ulrich and Magnus Hoem Iversen
Newsletter Team of the Rhetoric Society of Europe

Submit something for next newsletter

Featured publication
New publication from RSE member Eirik Vatnøy (The University of Bergen, Norway) in the
Journal of Public Deliberation on the role of epideictic rhetoric in deliberative democracies:

Abstract
New initiatives in deliberative democracy theory allow for a broader understanding of the different
rhetorical practices that influence deliberation in real life settings. This solves the “problem” rhetoricians
have long had with deliberative theory: that political communication is reduced to rational deliberation,
disregarding a lot of non-deliberative forms of communication that are essential for the formation of public
opinion and political decisions. This article elaborates on the role of epideictic rhetoric and provides an
example as to how we might benefit from combining the two theoretical traditions. Often reduced to
ceremonial practice, the epideictic genre has long been overlooked in political communication research.
However, epideictic rhetoric plays a crucial role in shaping collective identity and values, thereby
influencing citizens’ and politicians’ inclinations and scope of action in future deliberation. The article is
concluded by a case study of the Norwegian Prime Minster Jens Stoltenberg’s address to the nation after
the terrorist attack in Oslo on July 22nd 2011. By enforcing collective values such as democracy, solidarity,
and openness towards other cultures the Prime Minister’s speech contributed to what became one of the
dominant frames through which the attack and related issues were interpreted and debated.
Access the full article here

RSE Board member: Esben Bjerggaard Nielsen

Assistant professor, section for Comparative Literature and Rhetoric, Dept. of Culture and
Communication, Aarhus University, Denmark.

Why are you interested in the study of rhetoric?
As a student I ended up studying a minor in rhetoric more or less by coincidence, but what has fueled my
passion for the study of rhetoric is the way in which insights into the workings of communication allow
people (scholars, students and laymen alike) to see society in new and interesting ways. I also believe
that the study of rhetoric serves an important function in contemporary democratic societies, as it can
point out hidden meanings and power relations.
What are your main research interests?
I started out researching apocalyptic rhetoric and the climate change debate, but lately I have also drifted
towards interests in broader environmental communication, rhetoric in popular culture and Kenneth Burke.
What is typical for the way rhetoric is studied at your university?
Rhetoric is a relatively new and still fairly small subject at my university. This is still something that
influences how things are done. I find that rhetorical studies here often in some way focus on the

influences how things are done. I find that rhetorical studies here often in some way focus on the
connection rather than separation between rhetorical criticism and rhetoric practice, as well as a turn to
what I would call a postmodern approach to rhetorical processes. This is one of the factors that makes us
differ a bit from the Copenhagen tradition (which is quite known in Scandinavia), that I see more based in
the new rhetoric. Thus, we focus a bit less on normativity as a central parameter for rhetorical criticism
than they sometimes do in Copenhagen - instead we are often more interested in questions of ethos as
well as senses/emotions/values. From an educational point of view the MA in Rhetoric at AU also has a
slightly more business-oriented profile.
Why did you join the RSE and what do you think is most important for the society?
I joined the RSE in its very early stages, as I was asked to head the making of our website. What drew me
to the project of the RSE was an interest in bridging national divides in European rhetorical scholarship.
Before the RSE I was really only aware of the Scandinavian and American scholarly traditions, so I find it
very inspiring to see all the great research being made across Europe. In the future I would love to see the
RSE become as organised and tightly knit as our American counterpart in order to create more
cooperation across borders.
What is your favorite rhetorical resource?
I find the many writings of Kenneth Burke a rich source of inspiration that one can easily return to over and
over again. Furthermore, our local university library has an online facility with access to a great many
rhetoric journals. I like sifting through these for articles on all sorts of matters. I usually browse the usual
suspects, such as the Environmental Communication Journal, Quarterly Journal of Speech, The KB
(Kenneth Burke) Journal, Rhetoric Society Quarterly, and the Southern Communication Journal.

Members announcements & other news

Call for Papers: "Methodologies for Research on Legal Argumentation" for a Special Issue of the
Informal Logic journal. 5000-7500 word papers. Click here for details. Deadline: 14th of Feburary, 2016.

(Repost) Open Ph.d.-position: On populism and rhetoric at the Loughborough University: Click here for
details. Deadline: 15th of February, 2016.

Call for abstracts (In German): Oratory and Literature: Political Speech in Medieval Epics and
Chronicles. Hamburg, Germany. Click here for details. Deadline: 19th of February, 2016.

Open post-doc-position: Postdoctoral fellow in political communication (populist political
communication) in Trondheim, Norway. Click here for details. Deadline: 29th of February, 2016.

Call for abstracts: ARGUMENTOR Conference,"Mens Sana - Rethinking the Role of Emotions",
Romania 7-8 October, 2016. Deadline: 1st of March, 2016.

Call for abstracts: Argumentation in Classical Antiquity: dialectic, rhetoric, & other domains. June 23-25,
2016, Berlin. Deadline: 7th of March, 2016.

(Repost) Call for papers: (In German) Conference on Rhetoric of Production: (SaTüR) Deadline: 31st of
March, 2016.

Upcoming preconvention workshop: Collaborations on Rhetoric and Leadership, prior to the
Conference on College Composition and Communications, 6-9 April in Houston, Texas. Click here for
details.

Join the RSE Facebook group

This newsletter is brought to you by the Rhetoric Society of Europe. We encourage you to send us
information that you would like to read in the next letter.
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